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Merri River School 
 

Newsletter Edition 30 – Friday  09/10/2020 

  Term 4                   Ph: 03 55 611 711 

www.merrirs.vic.edu.au  

merri.river.school@education.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 

Hi All,  

 

Welcome to our last term for 2020.  Let us all hope that the 

worse of the COVID 19 pandemic is behind us and that we are 

able to enjoy a greater normality as we head into the Christmas 

season.  However, we know that the moods of this pandemic 

are extremely variable and it will not be completely defeated 

until a suitable vaccine is produced. 

 

Therefore, as a school, we continue to put in place all the 

hygiene and health and wellbeing procedures that we have 

been undertaking since the end of term one. 

 

Health and safety measures will be regularly reviewed in line 

with the changing context of coronavirus (COVID-19) in 

Victoria. As Term 4 proceeds, based on health advice, some 

measures may no longer be required and/or new measures 

may be introduced.  

These measures apply to all Victorian schools: specialist and 

mainstream, government, independent and Catholic.  

 

A combination of strategies is required to minimise transmission 

risk. No single strategy completely reduces risk and not every 

measure will always be feasible and applicable to all 

education settings. Where some controls are not feasible, 

others should be enhanced.  

Strategies should also be adjusted over time in line with 

changing risk of transmission in the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Pupil Free Days 

The following pupil-free 

days have been approved 

by the School Council for 

the rest of the year: 

 

Friday 27th November (Berry 

St Workshop) 

Friday 18th December (Last 

day of the school year) 
 

Public Holidays 

 

Friday 23rd October - Grand 

Final Public Holiday 

Tuesday 3rd November – 

Melbourne Cub Holiday 

(this year being held 

instead of the usual May 

Race Day Holiday) 
 

 

Warrnambool Bus Lines  

55621866  

Christians Bus Company 

55629432.  
 

http://www.merrirs.vic.edu.au/
mailto:merri.river.school@education.vic.gov.au
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COVIDSafe principles for schools  

 

 

 

 

 

*These items denote Victorian Government COVIDSafe principle for business  and may require adaptation for 

the school context 

Stay home when unwell  
The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus 

(COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home, even with the mildest of 

symptoms.  

Practise good hygiene 
All staff, students and visitors to schools should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to 

school, before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. Staff should 

direct or supervise young students or where required. 

Students should bring their own water bottle for use at school, as students should not drink directly from 

drinking fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles. 

Sharing of food should not occur. 

Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging or kissing). 

Ensure the highest hygiene practices amongst food handlers where these services are operating. 

Ensure physical distancing 
A variety of strategies to support physical distancing among all students and staff should be pursued, where 

possible.  

Staff must practise physical distancing between themselves and other staff members or adults to the extent 

that is reasonably practicable. Staff should physically distance themselves from students where appropriate 

and feasible.  

A face mask provides protection when physical distance cannot be maintained. Physical distancing is not 

practical when providing direct care. In this situation a face mask together with standard precautions, 

including hand hygiene, are important for infection control. 

Students should practise physical distancing where possible. Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 metres 

will not always be practical in the school environment and may be particularly challenging in the younger 

years of primary school. In these contexts, a combination of health and safety measures should be utilised to 

reduce risk.   

Density quotients of one person per 4m2 do not apply in classrooms and other spaces for the purposes of 

student use, including corridors and other shared areas. 

https://www.business.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-safe-business/creating-a-covid-safe-workplace#COVIDSafe%20principles%20for%20business
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Density quotients apply to staff areas such as staff lunchrooms and areas accessed by the public, such as 

reception areas. 

 

Face masks in schools 
All school-based staff must wear face masks at school, and when travelling to and from school. Schools must 

ensure that staff wear face masks when required.  

A face mask that covers the nose and mouth is now the only permitted type of face covering. Face shields, 

scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 

Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, but those who 

wish to do so, can.  

Students 
Secondary school students aged 12 years and over must wear a face mask while at school and while 

travelling to and from school. 

Students who attend primary school for on-site supervision, including students in Prep to Year 6 who attend 

a P-12 school, are not required to wear a face mask. Students who are aged 12 or over by Year 6 who are 

attending primary school are not required to wear face masks at school.  

Some students and staff are exempt from these requirements. This includes students who are over the age 

of 12 and are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. This also includes students or 

staff who have a medical condition, such as problems with their breathing, a serious skin condition on the 

face, a disability or a mental health condition. 

Parents and carers 

Parents and carers are required to wear face masks whenever they leave the house, including for 
school drop-off and pick-up. If they are travelling in a car alone, or only with members of their 
household, they do not need to wear a face mask. 

Temperature screening  
Our school will continue to temperature check all students on arrival at school. 

Limit school access: Visitors to schools and school tours  

All schools 
Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and 

operations (such as student health and wellbeing services, and safety, cleaning and maintenance workers). 

Parent-teacher information sessions and interviews must continue to be replaced with online and video 

alternatives. 

Visitors to school grounds must comply with physical distancing and face mask advice set out in this 

Operations Guide, and practise good hand hygiene.  

Regional Victoria 
Children with disability starting school in 2021, are permitted to attend on site for individual assessments 

required for enrolment and transition planning that cannot be done remotely, including for the Program for 

Students with Disabilities (PSD).  

Small group kinder-to-school transition activities are permitted in schools in regional Victoria, such as 

parents, educators and children meeting a Prep teacher in a school environment. Group size should not 

exceed 10 people and no intermixing with other students at the school should occur.  
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Use of school facilities and playgrounds  
Playground equipment can be used by students. However, students should practise hand hygiene before 

and after use.  

Playgrounds on school grounds can be made available for community use, if cleaned daily. It is 

recommended that cleaning of play equipment is undertaken before recess or the start of each school day. 

Schools may approve use of outdoor facilities on school property such as ovals if the use aligns with 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) advice for the relevant activity. Use must be out of 

school hours. Any toilets must be cleaned before the next school day.  

Adapt, modify or defer higher-risk activities  

Transitions and end-of-year events and gatherings 
Face-to-face school assemblies and other non-essential large gatherings must be postponed or adapted 

considering use of technology. 

Sport and recreation  
In line with community advice, reasonable precautions are still advised to reduce the risk of coronavirus 

(COVID-19) transmission in the context of sport and recreation. 

Outdoor facilities are recommended for physical education and recreational play. 

Non-contact sports should be encouraged. Hand hygiene must be practised before and after use of any 

sporting equipment. 

Regional Victoria 

Outdoor contact and non-contact sport can resume. 

Outdoor interschool sport can resume in line with community sport, with health and safety measures 
in place, see ‘Interschool activities’ section of this Operations Guide.  

Swimming pool use  

 Outdoor swimming pool use in the community can occur for schools in both regional Victoria and 
metropolitan Melbourne. Restrictions on the number of people permitted in an outdoor 
community pool facility do not apply if it is being used exclusively by a single school for 
educational purposes.  

Food technology and student cooking  
Food preparation can continue in schools with frequent hand hygiene and no sharing of food.  

Camps and excursions  

Regional Victoria 
Excursions can resume within regional Victoria in line with the Third Step. There is no group size limit (but 

should be in class cohort), but they need to be in line with any specific restrictions on venues visited and be 

for use by a single school at any one time. 

School camps can resume for single schools in regional Victoria and to regional destinations only.  

Interschool activities  

Regional Victoria  

For schools in regional Victoria, outdoor interschool sport can resume in line with community sport, with the 

following measures in place: 

 spectators to be discouraged or to be within public gathering limits 

 reinforce hand hygiene before, during and after activity 
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 attendance register maintained to support contact tracing 

 no sharing of food (such as oranges at sport) 

 cleaning and disinfection of communal facilities prior to and after an interschool sport event 
(toilets and communal changerooms can open). 

Outside School Hours Care  

During the staged return, outside school hours care (OSHC) will be available to students attending for on-site 

supervision and progressively for the relevant year levels returning to on-site learning.  

The OSHC provider is responsible for ensuring that students attending are eligible. Schools are able to share 

information with providers to help them confirm students’ eligibility.  

100 Year Flood 

Staff and students were greeted this morning with the amazing site of having the Merri River 

flood up to the 100 year flood-line (just below the oval).   

As this is the “100 year” flood line many of us may not see this again!!!! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What you can do to stay safe -  

Always keep yourself safe.  

Floodwater is a powerful force and there are many unseen dangers. You can’t see what 

lies under the water. Roads can be washed away, bridges can be damaged and 

floodwater may contain sewage and debris. 

To help stay safe: 

 Never drive, ride or walk through floodwater 

 Never allow children to play in or near floodwater 

 If evacuated, do not return until it is safe to do so 

 Follow the advice of authorities  
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Tahlia received the Senior 

Primary award for being a 

Learner: For working with her 

classmates to recreate 

Wombat Stew in Literacy 

Tyler Impey received the 

Junior Secondary award for 

being a learner by showing 

dedication and 

commitment to always 

producing his best work. 

Alex Annett received the 

Senior Secondary award for 

independently initiating and 

completing the class duties 

and requirements every day -

especially for our busy return 

to Tafe week. 

Taylor Young received the 

Junior Primary award for 

being respectful and 

helping those around her! 

Benito Phillips-Triolo 

received the Senior 

Secondary award for his 

respectful approach to all 

of his studies, peers and 

teachers. 

Emilee Mulready received 

the Senior Secondary 

award for being a 

motivated learner and 

completing a great 

butterfly artwork. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Term 4 Dates: No School 

Public Holidays 

Friday 23rd October - Grand Final Public Holiday 

Tuesday 3rd November – Melbourne Cub Holiday (this year being held instead of the usual 

May Race Day Holiday) 

 

Pupil Free Days 

The following pupil-free days have been approved by the School Council for the rest of the 

year: 

Friday 27th November (Berry St Workshop) 

Friday 18th December (Last day of the school year) 

P8 received the Food For Life 

award for following 

instructions and using their 

manners in the kitchen. 

 

Max Darmanin received 

the Sports award for 

Excellent Sportsmanship 

when playing sports. 

 

Happy Birthday to everyone that 
celebrated their special day 

over the past week.  
A very special happy 18th 

Birthday to Benito who 
celebrated his birthday on 

Monday.  
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Parents, 

                          As we have been unable to host a careers expo this year due 

to Covid-19 restrictions to help you and your young adult plan for life after 

school we are sending home this expression of interest form. 

Tick the boxes of the agencies you are interested in learning more about. 

These will be collated and sent to the agencies who will contact you 

individually in the near future. 

Individual agency booklets will come home with year 11 and 12 students over 

the coming weeks as they are delivered to us. In the mean time you can 

access information from their individual websites for further information. 

Please return these as soon as possible before Friday 16th October. 

Lisa Lee and Carol Bouman 

A huge thank you to Bunnings 

Warrnambool for their very 

generous donation of a 

Sidchrome Tool Trolley full of tools 

to the Merri River School. 
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*Virtual Careers Expo 2020* 

 TAFE (Nathan Isles & Jo Beatie) 

 Southern Stay (Bridie West) 

 EGF (John McCarthy) 

 GenU (Clint Gilmarten) 

 NDIS (Samantha Hein) 

 Latrobe Community Health (Kellie Lumby) 

 WDEA Enterprises (Jack Melican & Susie Hill) 

 WDEA Works (Justin Spencer) 

 Axis (Trudy McCutcheon) 

 OCTEC (Jennifer Chapman) 

 Tasty Plate (Anna Moloney) 

 Westvic employment (Tim Rantall & Jacob Rhodes) 

 CAEI (Kim Williams) 

 All abilities advocacy (Kylie Thulborn) 

 Other:____________________ 

I am happy to be contacted by the agencies whose boxes I have 

ticked. 

 

Signed:____________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________ 

 

Thank-you 

Lisa Lee and Carol Bouman. 
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This Tuesday and Wednesday, we had our first VCAL class back at Tafe since Term1!  

With lots of safety rules in place it was so nice to be back. 
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Look at what you can 

buy!!! 

Mal and Benito have 

completed their VET 

project and it is for 

sale. 

Congratulations guys, 

you did an awesome 

job! 
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Warrnambool Standard 

September 30 2020 - 9:20AM 

Warrnambool's Grace Kavanagh's picture story book aims to 

help understanding of disability 

 

Grace Kavanagh has published a beautiful children's book inspired by her son James and 

illustrated by her sister-in-law Kim Kavanagh. 

Grace Kavanagh penned a picture story book to help children understand people living 

with a disability.  

Inspired by her 17-year-old son James who has cerebral palsy and been wheelchair-bound 

his entire life, Mrs Kavanagh said James' Trip To The Zoo was created after helping two 

siblings interact with James.  

"I had a couple of twin girls come to visit and they'd never met James," she said. "I was 

taking one down to the bathroom and when we were walking past James she just froze.  

"I said to her 'this is James, you don't have to be scared, come and look at all his fish' and 

she skipped past and was happy. 

"I thought there must be a book out there to help children to be mindful and respectful of 

people with a disability."  

After looking for insightful books about people living with a disability, Mrs Kavanagh 

decided to write her own and enlist the help of her sister-in-law and artist Kim Kavanagh to 

illustrate it.  
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The book is about James travelling to the zoo with his friends and has a few fun facts about 

a giraffe he meets.  

 

"It's really just to educate other kids, and adults, about wheelchairs," Mrs Kavanagh said.  

"I would like people to see the world through my eyes.  

"I hope it can teach people how to react to someone in a wheelchair. It's designed to help 

with respect, love and education."  

Mrs Kavanagh donated several copies of the picture story book to kindergartens and 

schools around Warrnambool.  

The family is donating all profits of the book to Very Special Kids, a charity close to the 

Kavanaghs' heart, which provides family support services and the state's only children's 

hospice. 

James' Trip To The Zoo is available to order for $15 by emailing graciekav@bigpond.com.au 
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